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	Reason for Decision:

	Although there was a general agreement within the committee that this would be a good idea there was no agreement as to how it could be implemented across all MGA playing nations. The decision was therefore made to pass this on to the sub-committee currently putting together a document on how major championships should be organised. These points should be incorporated into that document with a view to testing them for those competitions and revisiting the issue at a later date. 
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Translation


Verden County Council

19.08.08


To


Dr. Franzky


Lower Saxon  State Office for Consumer Protection and Food Safety

European Mounted Games Championships in Verden from August 15th to 17th.

Animal Welfare/Animal Disease Prevention


Dear Dr. Franzky,


with the coming into effect of the Competition Rules for General Equestrian Sport Activities (WBO) of the National Federation (FN) there is now a set of rules besides the LPO (regulating dressage, show jumping etc.) for competitions that are not subject to performance monitoring. “The WBO is a set of rules for competitions that would like to motivate event organisers  to  carry out competitions for general equitation, thereby creating possibilities for all horse breeds and all riding styles to compete in horse shows…. The basic principle is:  “as little as possible and as much as necessary (regulation) – always with safety and animal protection in mind” (quote – preamble  of WBO).

On occasion of the inspections during the above event I realised that an invitation for European championship with at least 165 ponies (33 teams of 5 horses each) from various European countries ensues problems in respect of animal disease and animal welfare:


1. Vaccination rules, according to LPO, only   apply to LPO competitions, or, when an invitation to an event comprises competitions ruled by LPO as well as by WBO, to both types.  That is why in this case vaccination checks were not necessary and were not carried out. This was an area, therefore, that did not concern us, but, as a consequence, some foreign competitors were of the opinion that no health certificates were necessary at all.

2. According to clause 6.3 of the WBO (Competition Rules) – organisation of general equestrian events – the organiser has to guarantee a proper veterinary supervision of the event commensurate with its size and nature. This was done by having a local veterinarian on call. A check of the horses as per § 67 of the LPO was not intended.
When looking at the ponies in their boxes I noticed a grey gelding that had severe second-degree sunburns around his mouth and nostrils. Though not yet bleeding, the affected areas were badly reddened. Moreover this animal had four swollen legs seemingly caused by mud fever. 
I asked myself who my contact was for such cases. I could not bring myself to take drastic measures (e.g. forbidding the use of the pony) since such action would have led to the elimination of the whole team (teams of five ponies). Moreover I had seen other ponies where I had doubts about their fitness from a veterinary point of view: ponies with very pronounced hollow backs, too tall and too heavy riders relative to the size of their ponies, ponies with saddle sores …).


Summing up I must stress that I do not consider the rules on which this event was based as sufficient from an angle of animal health and animal protection. The participants had been picked on the basis of certain competitive criteria and were the elite of their respective countries in this sport. High demands were made on the ponies, some of which were quite advanced in age. This sport, at this level, is highly competitive, and, therefore, it ought to be regulated accordingly.


I am putting this forward for your attention and appropriate action.


Yours sincerely


Dr. Gouverneur 
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New General Rule 11

1. Any pony/horse participating in an event must be accompanied by a valid horse passport verifying its identity. The event organiser shall control all passports prior to the start of the event. Animals lacking a valid horse passport will be barred from participating in the event.


2. Any pony/horse participating in an event must have a vaccination certificate with valid immunisation records for equine influenza and any other contagious diseases as prescribed by the national authorities of the event organiser. The event organiser shall check the vaccination records before the pony’s/horse’s entry into the competition grounds. Any horse/pony found without a valid vaccination certificate by the event organiser shall be barred from entering the competition grounds. Stabling/paddock areas for this purpose constitute part of the competition grounds. 

a. All horses/ponies shall be subjected to a health inspection by a certified veterinarian, assigned by the competition organiser, prior to the commencement of the competition. Any horse/pony considered unfit shall be barred from participating in the competition.


b. The official veterinarian and/or the referee shall bar from participating in the competition any pony/rider combination they consider unsuitable with respect to weight and/or size relation. 
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Mounted Games Germany


Landhausstr. 6, D-15746 Groß Köris 

The Chairman


Rules Committee


International Mounted Games Association

16. November 2008

[image: image1.png]MTSCHLA&E&







-


Dear Jens,


New General Rule 11 of the Mounted Games Rule Book


for a start I would like to apologise for not adhering to the format for rule change requests as prescribed by the Rules Committee. I hope that you and your fellow members will understand that the extent of the requested change necessitates thorough explanation and defies the narrow confines provided by the form. 


I attach herewith


· translation of a letter dated 19.08.08 from Dr. Martina Gouverneur, Kreistierarzt (Official Veterinarian of Verden County Council) to LAVES (Lower Saxon State Office for Consumer Protection and Food Safety),

· proposed wording of a new General Rule 11 of the Mounted Games Rule Book.

· FEI - Equine Influenza Vaccinations

· Response to the Official Veterinarian from Mounted Games Germany 

As you are aware, this year’s European Mounted Games Championships took place at the town of Verden, Germany. The regional state authority is Landkreis Verden (Verden County Council). Verden belongs to the German federal state of Lower Saxony.

I believe that the letter of Dr. Gouverneur speaks for itself. As a person that in her capacity as state veterinarian is familiar with international equestrian events, she has become aware that our sport has reached a highly competitive stage internationally where it is carried out along the same basic principles as other more traditional equestrian disciplines. What she, as an outsider, observed in Verden is, as we all know, mirrored to a greater or lesser extent in most countries that are associated with the IMGA.

We can be very proud that mounted games, 24 years after becoming international, have reached the level of a bona fide equestrian discipline, even if an eventual affiliation to the FEI is still a long way off.

We are convinced that our responsibility to ensure that animal welfare fulfils the highest international standards will grow in step with the development of our sport and the increased public attention it is receiving. However, tightening our rules should not only be seen as a precautionary measure to immunise our competitions against possible  official sanctions but most of all to impress on our riders and trainers that they must do their utmost to protect the horses and ponies in their custody on whom they depend for their competitive success.

It is with these points in mind that we propose the new General Rule 11* for approval by your committee with a view to incorporating it in the 2009 Rule Book.


Yours sincerely


Philipp Preugel


International Representative


Mounted Games Germany       

 Enclosures    


* subsequent clauses to be renumbered accordingly


