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1.  Introduction 
 

• Welcome by the Chairman 

• Guidelines for remote participation 

• Participants 

• Proxies 

• Schedule  
 
 
 

2.  Looking Back at 2020 
 
 
2.1   Review of IMGA’s year 
        Presented by Chris Wheeler 
 
 
2.2   Rules Committee Report 
        Presented by Jens Martin 
  
        Including:  

• Summary of activities during year to date 

• Rule Book sales 

• Status of Rule Book for 2021 
 
 
2.3   Financial Report 
        Presented by Jens Martin 
  
        Including:  

• Current financial situation November 2020 

• Setting of Affiliation Fee for 2021 
 
 
2.4   Other reports from IMGA Officials 
 
 
2.5   IMGA Sub-Committees 

Presented by Sub-Committee Chairs 
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3. Looking Forward to 2021 and Beyond 
 
 
3.1   Election of IMGA Officials for the next two year period 
 

• Vice-Chairman 
 

Candidates : 
 
Keith Martin supported by Paul GREILING (USA) 
 

 

• Officer for Finance and Administration 
 

Candidates : 
 
Jens Martin supported by Iain HOPKINS (Wales) 

 
 

• Officer for Communications 
 

Candidates : 
 
Megan Tutt supported by Elaine TREVOR JONES (England) 

 
 
 
3.2   Election of Rules Committee members 
 

Rules Committee members to be elected for the next 2 years 
 
There are 6 places on the Rules Committee 
 

Candidates : 
 
Jens Martin supported by Rachel Lechner (Austria) 
 
Margaret Welsby supported by Sue Robertson (New Zealand) 
 
Mark Crowe supported by Conor O’Leary (Ireland) 
 
Davy Quinn supported by Iain Hopkins (Wales) 
 
Alun Whitney supported by Signe Sehested (Denmark) 
 
Iain Hopkins supported by Signe Sehested (Denmark) 
 
Robin Donnay supported by Florence Hennuy (Belgium) 
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3.3   Selection of referees for 2021 IMGA sanctioned competitions   
 
To be carried forward from 2020  
 

 
         
3.4   IMGA sanctioned championships for 2021-22 
 
2021 Presentations from International Representatives 
 

 
 
2022 
 

 
 
 
 
 
3.5   World Pairs Championship 2023 
        Presented by Signe Sehested 
 
 
 
3.6   Host for the 2021 Annual Meeting 
     

United States, November 13-14  
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4. Important Discussions and Decisions 
 

 

4.1   Breathalyser policy implementation 
        Presented by Chris Wheeler 

 

 

4.2   What do we do if only a few countries can attend future 
        competitions due to government travel restrictions ?  
        Presented by Signe Sehested  

 
Can they go ahead as “friendlies” ? 
What would such Championships be called ? 
 
 

4.3   Update on online Assistant Referee training 
        Presented by Warwick Slade   

 

 

4.4   Chef d’Équipe for each country at  IMGA Championships ?  
        Presented by Chris Wheeler   
 
 
4.5   Update on Video equipment 
        Presented by Alun Whitney   

 
Locally provided equipment (cabling, camera stands, etc.) 
 
 

4.6   IMGA Pairs and Individuals Championships in May ? 
        Presented by Chris Wheeler   

 
International Representatives please research the dates of the May 
holidays in your country for 2021 

 
 
4.7   Annual International Referee Meeting at European Championship ? 
        Presented by Chris Wheeler   
 
 
4.8   Proposal from Germany for a change to the structure of teams 
        Presented by Widukind Moorman 

 
To be discussed : 
 
Instead of a team of 5 riders with a 6th rider in reserve in case of 
accidents, a team should consist of 6 riders with the trainer selecting 
which 5 will take part in each session. The selection can be changed 
between sessions, but not during a session. (Full text attached) 
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4.9  Proposals from Ireland 
       Presented by Conor O’Leary 

 
MGAI propose that IMGA  
 
i) set their strategic plan as a priority, so that significant proposals can 
be discussed in the context of the overall strategic plan.  
 
ii) Significant procedural changes be presented for decision  
at the AGM. 

 
 
4.10  IMGA European Club Team Championships 
         Presented by Conor O’Leary 

 
To be discussed : 
 
Creation of a tournament for club-teams that starts with qualification in a 
club’s home country and then top clubs qualify to the European Club 
championship.  

(Full text attached) 
 

  



- 7 - 
 

Attachment for 3.2 
 
Jens Martin 
 
I have been a member and chairman of the Rules Committee ever since its 
initial creation back in 2004 as well as an IMGA officer since the creation of 
IMGA in 2003. Over the past few years I may not have been present at as 
many competitions as I would have liked, concentrating instead on raising a 
next generation of mounted games riders. However, I have been in the sport 
in one form or another since 1988 as a rider, trainer, referee, international rep, 
IMGA officer etc. As such I have extensive experience of the sport from 
virtually every different point of view imaginable. I am very proud of what the 
rules committee has achieved over the past 16 years and believe I still have 
much to offer to the process for a good few years to come. 
 
 
Margaret Welsby  
 
Hi, my name is Margaret Welsby and this is a brief CV for the IMGA rules 
committee.  
I am one of the founding members of NZMGA which started in 2002, I have 
been fortunate to coach teams in both local and IMGA sanctioned 
competitions since NZ became a IMGA member. I am currently NZ’s chief 
referee and a IMGA **** referee. I’m also my districts NZMGA board 
representative.  
Personally I have been involved with horses for over 40 years, competing at 
different equestrian disciplines at many different levels. I am an Equine Dental 
technician, with an interest in bitting, tack fitting and a holistic approach 
towards horses.  
I feel that as I am in the Southern Hemisphere I can provide a unique view 
point, especially as IMGA now has a growing membership ‘Down Under ‘ 
 
 
Mark Crowe 
 
I am an IMGA 3 * referee and have refereed at a number of IMGA events 
including World individuals 2018, 2019, World pairs 2019 and Europeans 
(Teams and Individuals) 2019.  I have also carried out a substantial amount of 
refereeing at MGA Ireland events, including all national championships for the 
last 4 years and selection trials for our national team selections over that 
period at all levels, including opens. 
I have also provided feedback to wording of various rules when they are being 
considered by the rules committee and have submitted rule changes (e.g., 
amendment to pairs founders race in 2019). 
I am also a member of the IMGA training and qualification committee where I 
have provided constructive feedback to the online referee training course that 
is being prepared by Warwick Slade. I have contributed to all items that have 
been addressed by this committee since becoming a member. 
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I am a nominated trainer for Assistant referees and ran the Assistant referee 
training course in Ireland on Saturday 15 February, 2020. We had 24 
attendees that completed the course. 
I have significant experience of working on committees of various types.  For 
example currently, I am the Chairman of MGA Ireland, and before that was a 
committee member and Vice Chairman for 2 years.  I am chairman of the life 
and medical sciences committee of the Royal Irish Academy as part of my 
work activities and am chairman of the Irish Vendeen Sheep Society (a 
pedigree breeding society).  I have also served as committee member on a 
number of other national and international committees.  My work is as an 
Academic Staff member in the UCD School of Veterinary Medicine where I 
teach and carry out research in the veterinary field (equine, bovine and ovine 
predominantly).  In this role I regularly have to establish rules and help 
implement rules for student progression etc. So I am well used to ensuring 
fairness for those to whom rules apply.   
On the IMGA rules committee I would be bringing in a new person with new 
ideas to the rules committee.  I consider myself to be fair, level headed, 
logical and am very committed to advancing the sport of Mounted Games.  I 
welcome the chance to actively help improve our rules further as we develop 
our sport. 
 
 
Davy Quinn 
 
I am now in my 3rd year as IMGA Chief Referee, a role I thoroughly enjoy.   I 

have also been on the Rules committee for the last 2 years and feel I can 

bring to the discussion the practicalities of implementing proposed rule 

changes from a refereeing prospective.  

I have also been a team trainer and Scotland’s National Team Trainer, and as 

a parent of an IMGA rider(s) I too have Assistant Referee and do my bit with 

helping out setting up equipment.   Having experienced all aspects of IMGA I 

fully appreciate the highs, lows and emotions the games can bring and will 

use this experience and knowledge to help to continue to improve the sport 

for all involved.  

 

Alun Whitney 

I am putting myself forward for as candidate for re-election to rules committee 
as I feel my that my over 60 years’ experience in Mounted Games is a 
strong  asset for the rules committee . I  regularly view the games and rules 
through the eyes of Referee ,Trainer, Parent (and now grandparent) and 
occasional rear appearance as a rider.  

I regularly attend competitions of all levels from grass roots to World 
Championships and understand that rules need to be consistent and work at 
all levels of our sport.  

I strongly believe in fair play and even playing field for all.  
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Iain Hopkins 
 
Why I’ve put my name forward  
I’ve put my name forward again for the Rules Committee this year as I think 
the rules committee should be a balance of the best referee’s , best riders and 
best trainers from around the World to get the very best debate on every 
aspect of every rule being discussed. From my knowledge of the main 
activities of most of the candidates for this years committee it seems to be 
very top heavy on the referee side and whilst all of these candidates are 
superb at the job they do we have to be very careful not to end up with a 
referee committee instead of a rules committee. 
In most sports the rule makers come from all aspects of the sport who then 
pass the rules onto the referees, umpires to administer these rules. 
About me 
For those of you who don’t know me and for those who may not know, I joined 
MGA in 1987 and rode for Wales – I then took on a trainers role training 
Winners in all age groups of the World Individuals and World Pairs  have 
trained and won in World teams and European Teams and Train the 
successful Monmouthshire MGA Team in MGAGB winning in all age groups 
of the British Teams Championships. 
Most recently I would have been seen in the ring with my 2 sons Ben and 
Sam who between them have won 22 World Titles across Individuals, Pairs 
and teams!! 
I have a very good understanding of the rules and have an eye for detail. I’m 
also someone who stands their ground when I believe in something but also 
not to proud to change my mind set when someone puts up a good argument 
for change. 
I look forward to seeing you all on the meeting in November  
 
 
Robin Donnay 
 
My name is Robin Donnay, 29-year-old and I come from Belgium. French and 
English speaking. Mounted Games rider since the age of 6, I mainly rode for 
teams in Belgium, but I had the opportunity to ride for English and French 
teams many times. I also had the chance to participate to several World and 
European Mounted Games Championships. 
Next to my riding career, I was involved in most of the position needed during 
a Mounted Games competition, from Arena Party to Referee as well as judge, 
scorer, assistant referee. I had the chance to be a member of several 
organizing committees of competitions at national and international level 
among which the 2018 IMGA World Team Championship in Belgium. 
From all these jobs, I have focused my involvement on refereeing. I have 
been a Referee in almost all national competitions in Belgium for more than 
ten years as well as many international competitions. I am also an IMGA 
Certified referee since 2013. 
For several years now, I am a member of the Mounted Games commission 
within the LEWB (Belgian Equestrian Federation) where I am acting as a 
coordinator between the Belgian referees and the commission. I am also in 
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charge of the translation and implementation of IMGA rules within Belgium 
rules. 
All these experiences brought me a global view on the rules, on their 
applicability by riders and referees. Within the committee, I would bring all 
these experiences to help with the development of the rules and I will be open 
to ideas of others to allow our sport to go forward.  
 
 
 
Attachment for 3.5 
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Attachment for 4.1 

 
DRAFT BREATHALYSER  
      
Testing of all Open and Junior (Under 18) riders (plus their trainer if he/she 
goes into the arena). 
 
To include the 6th rider  
 
No testing of U15 and U12 riders (unless suspicion of alcohol) 
Testing to be done before riders’ first session of each day (and maybe before 
second session if suspicion of alcohol taken beforehand). 
 
Host country and IMGA to provide staffing to breathalyse riders.  
A breathalyser testing team of 2 people made up of:- one person holding a 
breathalyser.  Plus one person marshalling and ticking the rider’s presence 
and result.  
 
Testing capacity: 8 teams of 6 riders plus trainers = maximum 56 tests per 
heat= one test per minute. Testing therefore starts 75 minutes before their 
session starts. 
(Timings will vary with fewer teams in a session, and we may get faster as we 
go along. Envisaging 30 seconds a rider at quickest capacity.)  
 
It is the responsibility of the trainers/chefs d’équipe to present their teams at 
the correct time for breath testing. 
 
Rider to give her/his name to breathalyser staff. 
 
If rider blows positive (ie shows a reading above zero), the rider must blow 
into spare breathalyser for a second reading. If reading is above zero, the 



- 13 - 
 

rider must wait until blows clear before competing. If reading is then clear, the 
rider will be ok to ride. 
 
6th rider may compete if a team member fails the breathalyser test, or the 
offending rider may sit out the session and then compete in the following 
session. 
 
If a rider blows positive, the rider’s Federation/home organisation will receive 
a letter describing the situation. 
 
If the trainer blows positive she/he may direct operations from outside the 
arena or appoint a substitute trainer to go the arena and who must also take 
the breathalyser test. 
 
Pairs and individuals will be along similar lines. 
 
 
 

 

Attachment for 4.2 
 

Championships vs Covid19 
 
As no one knows, what the future holds in the light of Covid19, some 
guidelines are needed in relation to host an official championships under the 
IMGA. 
 
Our members all over the world miss riding, meeting, competing as one big 
MGA family. 
 
To the best of our ability, we must continue to try to create IMGA 
competitions, provided it is safe and in accordance with government 
guidelines. 
 
However, situations may arise where countries may be prevented from 
participating from day to day, and therefore we should have some common 
guidelines, so that both organizers and riders feel safe. 

 
In order to call an IMGA event an official championship, the following 
conditions must be met. 
 
By 1st of February 2021, all countries must indicate whether they intend to 
participate in the championship in question. This applies to both WTC, ETIC, 
WPC and WIC. 
 
In order for an event to continue to be called an official championship, a 
minimum of 75% of the countries, that had announced their participation on 
the 1st of February, must be able to participate at least XXXXX weeks before 
start of the event. If any other country announces their participation later on, it 



- 14 - 
 

will still be 75% of the countries from the 1st of February, who decide if it’s an 
official championship or not.  
 
A country is only represented official, if the citizens of the country is able to 
travel to the competition. That does not mean, that a rider who is already 
abroad can’t ride and also ride for his/her country, but it does not count as a 
part of the 75%, as the riders from that given country can’t ride.  
 
If an event cannot be held as an official championship, it can be held under 
another name, for example "European Masters", "World Masters", "Individual 
Masters" and "Pairs Masters". It is up to the individual organizer, whether the 
event takes place in that case. 
 
If a country is unable to participate either due to restrictions from its own 
country or from the host country, participants are entitled to a refund of the 
entry fee and other expenses such as extra stables, electricity etc., however, 
there may be a small bank fee for transfers. 
 

 

 

Attachment for 4.4 
 
Proposal for each country to provide a Chef d’équipe at IMGA competitions. 
 
Each country must nominate one person to be responsible for her/his country 
at our Championships – including at Pairs and Individuals competitions. 
 
The need for this is partly the due to the communication which often needs to 
be given during a competition and also partly due to having one person who 
has overall responsibility for his /her nation’s riders and ponies. 
 
This person may be the International Representative; Chair of a Nation’s 
Association but could be a team trainer, a parent or even an Open rider. 
 
Many responsibilities may be delegated to team trainers but the Chef d’équipe 
has overall responsibility and is the first person to be contacted and then 
she/he informs the rest of her/his country’s trainers and riders of the 
necessary information. 
 
The responsibilities of Chefs d’équipe may include:- 
 
Attending briefings. 
 
Making sure their teams are on time for tack check, breathalyser, training 
sessions, warm up, competition start times, vet checks for return journeys, 
handing in and collection of horse passports. 
 
Being contactable by the organisation and their riders via a mobile phone. 
Then to inform their riders and trainers (and maybe families) of any changes 
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of timings, games, blacksmith availability, vet checks, last time to buy gala 
tickets  etc etc 
 
Being responsible for their country’s camping area – including encouraging 
their nation’s riders to respect campsite noise restrictions at night, cleanliness 
of their camping area and general behaviour. 
 
Being responsible for their country’s stables to ensure that they are kept clean 
and tidy and which also includes pony welfare. 
 
Being available to deal with any disciplinary issues resulting from on or off 
field incidents. 
 
Making sure their assistant referees are on time. 
 
Organising their nation’s riders for the Opening/Closing ceremonies.  
 
Representing their nation at the World Teams International Representatives 
meeting if their International Representative is not available.  
 
Being responsible for making sure their nation’s camping area is left in a clean 
state. 
   
 
 
Attachment for 4.8 
 
Dear IMGA committee,  
 
Having trained the German national team in the open for many years I have 
witnessed a few systematic problems with GR 1.6 during IMGA World and 
European Team Championships. My main concern is that the reserve riders 
are not feeling to be a full part of the team because at least when everything 
goes to plan, they won’t compete. Many times have I seen unhappy riders 
when selected to be the reserve rider. Countries that travel long distances 
struggle to motivate people to make the trip as reserve riders. Because of this 
a few associations have already contractually secured that before the team 
selection starts, that whoever is picked as reserve rider has to fulfil their role.  
 
Arriving at the competition itself I have talked to numerous reserve riders that 
didn’t enjoy the competition as a full member of the team. Nevertheless, it has 
been shown many times in the past that a reserve rider/pony combination is 
necessary. During my time as trainer of the German open team we have 
taken advantage of the reserve rider many times due to injuries in the original 
line up. However, I have also witnessed a number of cases where a team that 
wasn’t fortunate to have a reserve rider had more than one injury and a 
continuation of the competition required an infringement of the GR 1.6, which 
then created problems and required the other competing teams (trainers) to 
agree to the best possible scenario for that team to continue. If there is a 
continuous violation of GR 1.6 why not change it in a way that everyone will 
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benefit from? Obviously, it is difficult to motivate people to spend thousands of 
Euros or Pounds to watch the competition from the side-line. In order to get 
the best experience for the reserve riders but also for the team I want to 
propose a rule change that allows the trainer to use the reserve rider as a full 
member of the team.  
 
As before only five riders will enter the ring for each session. A 6 th rider/pony 
combination can be substituted in between sessions. With the start of the first 
race of a session the next substitution can only take part after the session has 
finished. A substitution of a rider/pony combination can only take place during 
a session if a horse or rider gets injured or a pony is unsafe. I want to point 
out that the substitution should be of a rider & pony combination to prevent 
that stronger riders may take advantage of the reserve rider, by bringing two 
ponies for themselves, and thus to undo the intention of this application.  
 
In the case that the line up of the 6 rider/pony combinations is not complete 
and a pony or rider has ended the competition due to injury or illness it is 
possible to substitute just a pony or a rider at the end of a session or during 
the session after a further injury in the 5 competing combinations. But this 
substitution can only happen once.  
 
I know this problem has been partly solved at the Europeans as the reserve 
rider can take part in the Open European Individuals. This however is only 
consistently the case for open riders as the European Individuals is not 
available for the younger age groups. Also in order to not violate GR 1.10 a 
reserve rider that needs to replace an injured rider has to drop out of the 
Individual competition. 
 
 
 
 
Attachment for 4.10  
 

IMGA EUROPEAN CLUB TEAM CHAMPIONSHIPS  

 
Purpose:  
 

• To create a tournament for club-teams that starts with qualification in a 
club’s home country and then top clubs qualify to the European Club 
championship. 

• A key purpose here will be to raise the profile and standard of games in 
member countries. 

• It will bring many more people together and gives so much more 
opportunity to riders than just the 6 who make national teams. 

• It will help member countries create and promote competitions at home. 

• It is an opportunity to bring on board countries that generally don’t field 
national teams to compete at other internationals. 
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Goal:  
 

• To give IMGA members the possibility to compete at the highest level 
with their club-team. 

• To create a space for IMGA riders to improve their riding skills, have fun, 
gain friendships and compete for a prestigious international final 
competition.  

 
Format:  
 

• Each member country hosts a national league for club teams that could 
be over one or more events from which a pre-determined number of 
teams qualify for the European Club team championship.  Where no 
national league exists then Countries can decide how they qualify club 
teams for the competition. A limited number of team spaces could be 
available for mixed teams for members in countries that cannot field full 
club teams. Prioritise a couple of team places for clubs from new 
European countries. 

 

• Ideally this would be a European club competition in the alternate years 
to the Europeans national team championships. It would work best if 
ETC/EIC were every second year alternating with this club competition.  
Perhaps qualify from the previous year. 

 

• Qualifying teams will be based on a quota per country depending on 
membership numbers, with the intention of having a grand final 
competition.  Aim to have up to 56 open teams, 56 teams from other age 
groups.  
 

• The final European Club competition runs over 4 days Thursday evening 
and departure Sunday evening, 4 heats plus a final for all teams (or 3 
heats with a two-part final) – possibly Easter weekend?  Or if ETC/EIC 
went to every second year then summer would be the best timeslot. 

 

• All competitions are held according to IMGA rules. 
 

• All competitions will have IMGA standard equipment  
 

• All competitions will have IMGA qualified referees. 
 

• Competitions will be held in a venue with at least 7 lanes (assumptions 
on team numbers based on 8 lane arena).  

 
Hosting of Final: 
 

• Any IMGA member in Europe, who can provide at least 7 lanes (ideally 
8 lanes) and proper surroundings for a competition at this size may host 
the final.  However, care should be taken to ensure that the selected host 
country can be travelled to with relative ease from any competing 
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member countries (Belgium, South East GB, Northern France, NL or 
South West Germany would be suitable?).  Or could be run by IMGA via 
a committee with representatives from a number of countries in a 
suitable central location (e.g. IMGA book Ghlin in Belgium for first 4 
events; 8 years). 

 

• The competition can be hosted by either a private organizer or a country 
organisation, but if hosted by a private organizer, the organizer shall be 
a member of their national MGA organisation and 10% of any profit from 
the competition shall be paid to the national MGA organisation with the 
purpose to support national riders.  
 

• The country bid the year before at the IMGA Annual Meeting, that means 
if you wish to host in 2021, you bid in 2020.  

 
Who can ride: 
 

• Any rider who is a member of a European IMGA organisation.  
 

• Teams should be formed as club teams within member countries.  
 

• All teams must have club names, i.e., they cannot carry a country name 
as part of their team name.   
 

• The team choose their own name and own shirts, but a team must wear 
team kit. 

 

• At least 4 out of 5 on the team must have qualified from the national 
leagues and be verified by their national committee. 

 
Age Groups: 
 

• Open, Junior (possibly also u12 and u15). 
 

 


