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The Southern Hemisphere begins its Mounted Games season as
the Northern Hemisphere finishes its own. Excitement is building

already Downunder with World Teams 2023 scheduled for
October. Further details of these Championships will soon be

available. 
The European season saw less teams participating on the

International stage due to Brexit complexities and financial
concerns. However, there still were teams and individuals

competing across the English Channel and it was lovely to see
international relations continuing. Travelling to a competition

abroad with just a suitcase and borrowing a pony is a great way of
forging new friendships and it is thanks to the generosity of

people lending their ponies to overseas riders that these
relationships are made.



 My tip is more for young riders or riders bring on young
horses. When things aren’t going to plan and you can’t get
your horse up to equipment don’t be afraid to walk away

from the equipment take a second to breath and then
reproach. With all the adrenaline running through your

body, sometimes horses get anxious and unsure of
equipment particularly drums, bank boards and jousting
boards. Moving away from the equipment and taking a

second to breath, relaxes you and your horse, making the
equipment more approachable. Circling away from

equipment and then reproaching might save you time,
rather than trying to argue with your horse about how

much they need to go up to the ‘scary’ piece of equipment. 
Don’t underestimate talking to your horses! I find if your
horses ears are pricked forward they aren’t focused on

you. Horses ears should be twitching back listening to what
you are asking. You can try this at home or whenever you

are around your horse. For example if you lunge your
horse, their inside ear should be pointing in towards you.

 

Top Tip 

from Gemima Gardiner
Australia Team Rider 2022



Rider Interview 
 

Where do you live?
I live in Mysen, a small town in the South East of Norway.

What do you do? 
I work as a pyrotechnician and project manager, both in Norway and

internationally. During the summer I do a lot of festivals and concerts, and
during the winter it’s all about New Year’s Eve. 

When did you first become involved in Mounted Games?
My sister was a part of a team back in 2008, and they needed a fifth rider for a
competition. I don’t think I was actually asked if I could join, but before I knew

it we were on our way to the venue. I didn’t know any of the races and probabl
did lots of mistakes, but still loved everything about it. 

 
What do you do now in Mounted Games? 

This season I’ve been on the Open Norwegian National Team, competing in
several Nordic competitions and the World Teams Championship. I also have 

novice pony that I’m training and competing with.
Where have you been abroad with Mounted Games? 

I’ve been to lots of competitions in Sweden and Denmark, and for my first
season with the National Team in 2016 we went to Ireland and Germany. I’ve
also competed several times in France, and did a whole season in Australia in

2012. Hopefully I can go back to Australia for World Teams in 2023! 
What is your favourite venue? 

It’s hard to pick just one, as there’s a lot of great venues around. La Bonde is
always nice to come back to, and I have good memories from Luhmühlen in

Germany. 
 
 

by Lise
Katrine

Tofteberg 



What do you like most about Mounted Games? 
There are so many different elements and things you can practise

and become good at. The feeling you get when mastering a new skill
or successfully pushing the speed to a new level in a race is just

amazing. 
What is your favourite race? and why? 

My favourite race changes almost every month, so I don’t have one
all-time favourite. At the moment it’s Litter Lifters, as I recently got a

lot more confident at scooping. It’s got a cool mix of speed and
accuracy. 

What advice would you give to a new Games rider? 
It’s not the end of the world when you make a mistake, even the best
riders in the world miss the bucket or drop the bottle every now and
then. So practise how to deal with your mistakes, and how to correct

them as efficiently as possible, rather than beating yourself up for
making the mistake in the first place. 

Tell us about your all-time favourite horse. 
This has to be Pelle, a cold blood trotter I got when he was 5. We tried
a lot of different sports together, but Mounted Games was something

we both loved. At our second competition he didn’t want to turn
around in Mug Shuffle, and just kept going and jumped the fence out
of the arena. Not the best start to our career, but after several years

and a lot of hard work, we were selected to ride for the Norwegian
National Team in 2016. He’s not your typical games pony, but he

does everything and he can to keep up with the others. 
I’ve had him for 21 years now, and he’s still going strong in the games

arena, teaching young riders how to race. 
What other interests do you have apart from Mounted Games? 

Other than training my ponies and working, I don’t have a lot of spare
time. But if I do have any time left, I spend that administrating two

riding clubs, hosting games clinics and helping out at the farm where
my ponies are. 

 
 



The Hippodrome de Wallonie welcomed us to the International
Competition de Ghlin 2022 in Belgium. The competition was
organised by Bepoclas (The Belgium Pony club Association). 

7 teams in the U12s, 8 teams in the U15s, 8 teams in the U18s and 24
teams in Opens made for an truly international competition. The

top class arena was excellent, as was the welcome, the stabling and
the red themed evening dinner (many of us being introduced to the

speciality of tuna with apricot - try it!).
Lots of thanks to all the organisers for putting on such a great

event and we are already looking forward to next year!
The U12s was won by South Wiltshire Warriors, the U15s by Fire

Speed, the U18s by Ultraspeed
 and the Opens by MRU.

 

GHILN
INTERNATIONAL 

South Wiltshire Warriors Fire Speed

Ultraspeed MRU



On October 1 and 2, AMGA held the Australian Individuals
Championships, its final championships for the year. The event was
hosted by the NSW Branch at Gunning Showground and for the first

time in Australia, 2 arenas were run concurrently to allow for the
large number of entries. This is the first time since Covid hit that we

have been able to run all our Championships. The event was well
attended with 87 entries, with some riders driving for 3 days to reach

Gunning (a massive 3100km or 1900 miles). The riders put on a
fantastic display with hotly contested finals. Congratulations to all

the riders and a big thank you the NSW Branch and all the volunteers
who put on such a great event.

Australia 



Advertise your products and company in our
newsletter.

Full page adverts cost £20
 

All the proceeds from the advertising within
our newsletters will go towards IMGA's charity

day.
 

Our most recent charity day, held at the
European Championships, was very successful,
we were able to raise lots of money for Wales

Air Ambulance  
 
 

!Advertise in our
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Equine Mounted Games recently celebrated the achievements of riders for the 2022 season.  Six
Pairs and two Individual competitions took place between April and October.  Our Pairs

Championship for the year is based on results from all six events – each rider accumulates points,
and their low score is dropped.  Join us in congratulating the following on their results from 2022

shared at the EMGC Year End Awards Ceremony and BBQ:
 

U12 – 1st  tied - Avery, Neve                               
U15 - 1st tied – Adliena, Grace, Michaela, Mirella

Green Pony – 1st  tied - Adliena, Mirella
Stirrup-up – 1st – Michelle, 2nd - Skye

Open – 1st – Lily, 2nd – Michelle
 

Volunteers and Riders alike may be nominated for an MVP award voted on by participants and
supporters at each competition.  This has been a popular new recognition for exceptional

contributions and sportsmanship at each event during the 2022 season.  Congratulations to:
Pairs 1 – Jessie-Lyn 

Pairs 2 – Conny
Pairs 3 – Megan
Pairs 4 – Lesley 
Pairs 5 – Mirella
Pairs 6 – Megan

Individuals 1 – Grace
Individuals 2 – Anita 

The EMGC Carol Couch Memorial Award was presented to Jessie-Lyn for her positive impact on the
sport of Mounted Games in Canada this year.  Awarded annually, this trophy celebrates dedication

to supporting new and developing riders, compassion, dedication, and putting others first.
                                                           

 
Also recognized at the year end celebration were the members of Team Canada who represented

EMGC at Nations Team Championships hosted by USMGA in LaGrange, Kentucky:
 

Caitlin 
Jessie-Lyn 

Megan
Michelle

Stephanie 
Reserve: Michaela 

Trainer: Jesse
Chef d’Équipe: Tammy

 
We enjoyed a full return to competition in 2022 and look forward to enjoying our partnerships with

the National Draft Horse Show, The Barrie Fair, and The Lindsay Exhibition in 2023. 

CANADA 



 
 
 
 
 
 

“Oh no”, I hear you say, “not that old saying!!  Not again!” 
 
 

Referees are reliant on the assistant referees to ensure fair running of
races. How many times have you seen riders, trainers and supporters

raised an issue of foul play not being picked up on? The referee can only
see so much and needs the support of all the assistant referees.

We understand that you don’t what to eliminate one of your friends but
the Rules are there to be fair for everyone.

Here are a few things that might help: 
1.     Pay attention! No chatting to someone outside the ring, being on your

phone or allowing yourself to be distracted.
2.     Look at the area of the arena that you are posted at, e.g. if on the

start/finish line don’t look at what’s happening at the top end of the arena.
Ideally watch a 45-degree view of your section of the arena.

3.     You should already have an understanding of the Rules as you will
have passed the assistant referees’ course but make sure you keep up to
date with any Rule changes at the beginning of each year.  Remember if

you’re not sure on a Rule, talk to the referee as it is their ultimately
decision.

4.      You can always talk to the referee about any concerns or questions
that you may have.

5.     Don’t leave it to another assistant referee to report the incident, you
may see someone else raising their flag but it might not be for the same
thing that you saw.  Even if it was, the referee will always want as many

views as possible

Referee Top Tip 

Assistant Referees  



 
 

U12
1. Scudy Mini Italy

2. Fulminators Italy
3. Red Lions France

 
U15

1. GLI 007 Italy
2. Les Pastranquilles France

3. Ruptmix France
 

U18
1. Maindru Forestier France

2. La Farnia Italy
3. Les Gariguettes

 
                 Open (after a tie break for first place)

1. Sussex England 
2. La Farnia Italy 

3. Pony Materials France
 

Thanks to the French Federation and the Parc Equestre for hosting this
great competition. 

 
 

European Indoor Cup

Photos by Justine
Braud 

 

The 2022 European Indoor Cup held at the French Federation
Headquarters in Lamotte-Beuvron took place on 11,12 and 13

November with 57 teams from 5 different countries taking
part. 

A large number of volunteers helped at this competition and
their efforts are, as always, much appreciated by riders and

supporters. 
In addition to the 3 days of competition, there was training

for Referees and Assistant Referees organised by Pierre-Luc. 
This is the second year that this competition has taken place
in the impressive indoor arena and it is now a highlight of the

mounted games calendar in Europe.
The standard of riding was excellent and the atmosphere

around the arena was exhilarating. 
Podium places went to :

 



This year’s Nations Championships was held between the 19th and 25th of
September at the York Equestrian Center in La Grange Kentucky. 

There were 4 teams: USA Stars, USA stripes, Canada, and New Zealand
who were the only team on borrowed ponies. 

 
Mark Crowe was present and held an assistant referee clinic in the event
center on the Saturday as well as a referee clinic on the Sunday. He made
a huge contribution to our pool of knowledgeable referees and provided a

very professional example of how chief refereeing should be done at a
competition. 

 
After several days of racing from the team competition as well as the

individual competition some riders were fortunate enough to compete in
on the Thursday and Friday evenings. The competition came to an end

and the prizes were presented. 
 

Champions: NEW ZEALAND
 

Reserve Champions: USA STARS
 

Third: USA STRIPES
 

Fourth: CANADA 
 

New Zealand rode extremely well, dominating all four days of the
competition. 

 
Thanks to input from many USMGA volunteers who were able to provide

and memorable nations Championships. 
 

NATIONS
CHAMPIONSHIPS 


